SHOEBOX LONG BEFORE WRITTEN NUMBERS
EXISTED, THE ABACUS WAS INVENTED

AS A TOOL TO HELP MERCHANTS
CUT 173 OFF THE USE THE STRIP AS A WEAVE SKEWERS THRU THE

COUNT LARGE NUMBERS AND
CALCULATE THE COST OF GOODS. THE
ABACUS |S STILL WIDELY USED TODAY.

o

TOPEF\T"QU 2 %ﬁggﬁ? %J%ng h BOX AND CROSSBAR, WITH
FROM THAT PIECE.  AND 23 PORTIONS. 2 BEADS IN THE UPPER DECK

AND 5 BEADS IN THE LOWER
\ DECK.

CUT OFF A STRIP,

- AN

EACH BEAD IN THE

UPPER DECK HAS A
VALUE OF 5.

BEADS ARE CONSIDERED
COUNTED WHEN MOVED
TO THE CROSSBAR.

EACH BEAD IN THE LOWER

AFTER 5 BEADS ARE COUNTED
IN THE LOWER DECK, THE
RESULT IS CARRIED TO THE
UPPER DECK.

WHEN YOU RUN
OUT OF FINGERS TO
COUNT, JUST MAKE
THE WORLD'S FIRST
TABLET: THE
ABACUS!

IF BOTH BEADS IN THE UPPER
DECK ARE COUNTED THE RESULT
IS THEN CARRIED TO THE LEFT-
HAND COLUMN.

THE RIGHT-
HAND COLUMN
REPRESENTS ONES.
THE NEXT COLUMN 10s,
THE NEXT 100s, ETC.




